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“GOOD MORNING FAMILY”
…..thoughts from DAVID

“Life, no matter how we play it, will not go on forever.
When the game is over, it’s all going to end up in the same place.
As an ancient Italian proverb put it: ‘Pawn and king alike, they all go back in the bag.’”
(John Ortberg from When The Game Is Over, It All Goes Back In The Box)

“Teach us to use our time wisely.”
(Psalm 90:12 – Contemporary English Version)
“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.”
(1 Chronicles 16:34)
“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.”
(Psalm 106:1)
“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.”
(Psalm 107:1)
“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.”
(Psalm 118:1)
“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.”
(Psalm 118:29)
“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.”
(Psalm 136:1)
“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.”
(Jeremiah 33:11)
If, this year has taught us anything,
I hope it is to “Give thanks to the LORD,
for He is good; His love endures forever.”
Keep Looking Up!

David Jordan

THE CHURCH WINDOW

PAGE 2

PRAYER

CORNER

CANCER
Vickie Whitsell

Gary McClurg

Cynthia Delk

Cindy Gunter

Will White

Marly Heim

Mickey Admire

Melissa Boyer

Ronnie Frakes

Dennis Kovac

Gordy Odor

Deanna White

Lola Dragoo

Nancy Case

Joy Beth Olson

Brian Sharp

Gary Ienbest

JoeAnn Mitchell

Crystal Blue

Jerry Jones

Aaron Jumvoldt

Ernestine Forrest

Rochelle Berthelsen

Keith Mowry

Shane Fitzpatrick

Mateo Alvarez

Bill Heyle

Brenda Maljic

Michelle Huff

Chuck Oxley

Richard

Sandie Smith

Jimmer Horn

Brian Williams

Zyaire Shubet

Mike Kates

Eugene Wooden

OTHER CONCERNS
These were the prayer requests brought forward for the month October:
Pandemic
MISSION of the MONTH
Pray for those locally/nationally/
jobs lost/families of those who
died, shut ins

Insight Resources International

Darwin Watkins

4 months with pneumonia & covid

Lee Ann Flora

Surgery-needs prayers

Betty Tipton

Needs prayers for several medical issues

Gary McClurg

Continued Prayers as he works with
his doctors on treatment

Larry Powell
Myrna Downing Casey Hopkins
Randy Gillenwater
Joe Strauss
Bob Cramer

Debbie Valencia

Hip Replacement SurgeryJ

Robert Jenkins

Beginning to Reacts to Commands

Paul Janicek

Recovering from heart surgery

Eugene Wooden
Cancer & Covid
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Bad Colorado Fires

Some in Grand Lake & Estes Park
areas

Amy Brant

Continued Recovery

Many with Covid

Jenni & Mike King, Janet
Cooperider, Norma Gabriel, Danette
Trahan, Scott Gann, John Thomas Smith,
Ted Gillenwater,

Virginia Rutter

Riverside Place Skilled Nursing Home

Cori Gann

Complications after having a baby

Pray for our
Minister, Missionaries,
Deacons & Elders…
Remember to lift up
Our President, Servicemen
& Nation In Prayer especially with all
the unrest happening everywhere

Beverly Reese

Hit by car—hospitalized

Becky Ruark

PRAISE ! New Great Granddaughter

Andrew Rounds
Fell off Roof

Megan Fortner

Double Mastectomy—Cancer Free
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Lingering

with

Lawania

THORNS

Sandra felt as low as the heels of her shoes when she pulled open the florist shop door, against a November gust of wind. Her
life had been as sweet as a spring breeze and then, in the fourth month of her second pregnancy, a “minor” automobile accident stole her joy. This was Thanksgiving week and the time she should have delivered their infant son. She grieved over their
loss. Troubles had multiplied. Her husband’s company “threatened” to transfer his job to a new location. Her sister had
called to say that she could not come for her long awaited holiday visit. What’s worse, Sandra’s friend suggested that Sandra’s
grief was a God-given path to maturity that would allow her to empathize with others who suffer. “She has no idea what I’m
feeling,” thought Sandra with a shudder. “Thanksgiving? Thankful for what?” she wondered. “For a careless driver whose
truck was hardly scratched when he rear-ended me? An airbag that saved my life, but took my child’s?”
“Good afternoon, can I help you?” Sandra was startled by the approach of the shop clerk. “I….I need an arrangement,”
stammered Sandra. “For Thanksgiving? I’m convinced that flowers tell stories,” she continued. Are you looking for
something that conveys ‘gratitude’ this Thanksgiving?” “Not exactly!” Sandra blurted out. “In the past five months,
everything that could go wrong has gone wrong.” Sandra regretted her outburst, and was surprised when the clerk said,
“ I have the perfect arrangement for you.”
Then the bell on the door rang, and the clerk greeted the new customer. “Hi, Barbara, let me get your order.” She excused
herself and walked back to a small workroom, then quickly reappeared, carrying a arrangement of greenery, bows, and what
appeared to be long-stemmed thorny; roses. Except the ends of the rose stems were neatly snipped: there were no flowers.
Do you want these in a box?” the clerk asked. Sandra watched…..was this a joke? Who would want rose stems with no flowers?
She waited for laughter, but neither woman laughed. “Yes, please.” Barbara replied with an appreciative smile. “You’d think
after three years of getting the special, I wouldn’t be so moved by its significance, but I feel it right here all over again,” she said
as she gently tapped her chest. Sandra stammered, “Ah, that lady just left with...uh...she left with no flowers.” “That’s right,”
said the clerk. “I cut off the flowers. That’s the ‘Special’: I call it the Thanksgiving Thorns Bouquet.. Barbara came into the
shop three years ago, feeling much as you do today, “ explained the clerk. “She thought she had very little to be thankful for.
She had just lost her father to cancer, the family business was failing, her son had gotten into drugs, and she was facing major
surgery. The same year she had lost her husband,” continued the clerk. For the first time in my life, I had to spend the
holidays alone. I had no children, no husband, no family nearby, and too much debt to allow any travel.” “So what did you
do?” asked Sandra. ”I learned to be thankful for thorns,” answered the clerk quietly. “I’ve always thanked God for the good
things in my life and I never questioned Him why those good things happened to me, but when the bad stuff hit, I cried out,
Why? Why me?” It took time for me to learn the dark times are important to our faith! I have always enjoyed the “flowers” of
my life, but it took the thorns to show me the beauty of God’s comfort! You know, the Bible says that God comforts us when
we’re afflicted, and from His consolation, we learn to comfort others.” Sandra sucked in her breath, as she thought about what
her friend tried to tell her. “I guess the truth is I don’t want comfort. I’ve lost a baby and I’m angry with God.” Just then
someone else walked in the shop.
“Hey, Phil!” the clerk greeted the balding, rotund man. “My wife sent me to get our usual Thanksgiving arrangement, twelve
thorny, long-stemmed stems!” laughed Phil as the clerk handed him a tissue wrapped arrangement from the refrigerator.
“Those are for your wife?” asked Sandra incredulously. “Do you mind telling me why she wants a bouquet that looks like that?”
“four years ago, my wife and I nearly divorced, Phil replies. “After forty years, we were in a real mess, but with the Lord’s grace
and guidance we trudged through problem after problem, the Lord rescued our marriage. Jenny here (the clerk) told
me she kept a vase of rose stems to remind her of what she had learned from “thorny” times. That was good enough for me. I
took home some of those stems. My wife and I decided to label each one for a specific “problem” and give thanks for what that
problem taught us.“ As Phil aid the clerk, he said to Sandra “I highly recommend the Special!”
“I don’t know if I can be thankful for the thorns in my life,” Sandra said to the clerk. “It’s all too….fresh.” “Well,” the clerk
replied carefully, “My experience has shown me that the thorns make the roses more precious. We treasure God’s providential
care more during trouble than at any other time…..Remember that it was a crowns of thorns that Jesus wore so we might know
His love. Don’t resent the thorns.” Tears rolled down Sandra’s cheeks. For the firsts time since the accident she loosened her
grip on her resentment.
“I’ll take those twelve long-stemmed thorns, please,” she managed to choke out. “I hoped you would, “ said the clerk gently.
“I’ll have them ready in a minute.” How much do they cost? The clerk replied, “To allow God to heal your heart, the first year’s
arrangement is always on me.” The clerk handed a card to Sandra. “I’ll attach this card to your arrangement, but maybe you
would like to read it first.” It read “My God, I have never thanked you for my Thorns. I have thanked You a thousand times for
my roses, but never once for my thorns. Teach me the glory of the cross that I bear; teach me the value of my thorns. Show me
that I have climbed closer to You along the path of pain. Show me that, through my tears, the colors of the rainbow look much
more brilliant.
PRAISE HIM FOR THE ROSES; THANK HIM FOR THORNS…..
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OFFICE: 685-3450

email:dekalbchristian@bbwi.net
SENIOR MINISTER
David Jordan
Cell # 816-294-9029
email: dalijor@gmail.com
er

SECRETARY:
Linda Prejean

685-3212

ELDERS:
David Brant

685-3228

Alan Crockett

685-3273

Gerald Eastbourn

816-294-3009

Rick Hartman

816-390-4282

Be thankful for all that the Lord does for you…”Live Simply…..Love Generously…..Care Deeply…..Speak Kindly…..
And Leave the Rest to God” We often try to fix problems with WD-40 and Duct Tape…..God did it with Nails…..

Nursery

Greeters

Computer

Nov 1

Rebi Reagan

Linda Campbell
Bill Rush

Nov 8

Pam Bush
Rachel Reagan

Sherry & Jerry Sampson Dessariee Myers

Nov 15

Sierra Matthews
Kalyn Hartman

Dorothy Reddick

Stacy Downing

Nov 22

Kris Pepper

Stacy & Bart Downing

Rebi Reagan

Nov 29

Karen Stobbs

Marilynn Guinn

TBD
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